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A "FATHERLAND" EXHIBIT 




Antique Persian Pottery 



THE John Herron Institute of the 
Art Association of IndianapoHs, 
is the natural centre of that city's ac- 
tivity. Harold Haven Brown, the Di- 
rector of the Institute, reports that one 
feature of its work in connection with 
the public schools which excited great 
interest and with probably far-reaching 
sociological results, w^as the so-called 
''Fatherland Exhibit/' This consisted 
of some six hundred foreign objects, 
mostly of some real art value and of 
considerable antiquity, borrowed from 
the various foreign-born parents resid- 
ing in IndianapoHs and whose children 
go to the public schools and who come 
to the exhibits. This '^Fatherland Ex- 
hibit'' covered a very wide range as to 
class of objects, countries represented, 
beside material and workmanship. It 
not only caused new children and par- 
ents to become interested in the Insti- 
tute, but it also led children of foreign 
parentage to become aware that their 
parents and the objects they brought 
from the old countries were possessed 
of an immense historic and artistic in- 



terest of which they had previously not 
been informed. 

A problem of importance in the In- 
stitute as in all other museums, is that 
of satisfactory labeling of exhibits. 
Satisfactory labels of attractive appear- 
ance are an essential adjunct to every 
good museum. An experiment has been 
made at the Institute with a new and 
seemingly practical type of label in the 
hope of increasing the interest of the 
public generally, as well as of the pub- 
lic school pupils. These labels consist 
of a small map of a continent in out- 
line. On this continent there ismarked 
in red the particular country or district 
from which the objects of a particular 
exhibit come. A small map of this kind 
laid with an exhibit in a case greatly 
increases the interest and makes clear 
to many people certain facts that other- 
wise would remain but a vague im- 
pression. 

The Fine Arts Committee having re- 
commended the purchase of a number 
of beautiful examples of early Persian 
pottery these have been secured. 



